THE COUNTY 


Civil Rights Suit 


HIRED, THEN DENIED HIS JOB, AN INDEPENDENCE MAN GOES TO FEDERAL COURT CHARGING INYO 
COUNTY OFFICIALS WITH CIVIL RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN THEIR "ARBITRARY" PERSONNEL DECISIONS 

A LAWSUIT FILED_ LAST WEEK IN THE FEDERAL COURT AT FRESNO charges that Inyo County's admin¬ 
istrative officers, along with the board of supervisors, may have denied more than a job 
to a young Independence man. An attorney for Jack Pound flew to Fresno last week to file 
the lawsuit which may finally determine if the county's broadly (and sometimes conveniently) 

interpreted hiring and firing 
policies may in fact have den¬ 
ied the plaintiff several con¬ 
stitutional guarantees. Pound 
claims that he was hired to a 
job as assistant to the county 
CETA co-ordinator, but that the 
county administrator "arbitrar¬ 
ily" countermanded his order to 
report to work and further vio- 
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BISHOP TRAGEDY 


MURDER-SUICIDE 

GEORGE AND BECKY: A STORMY RELATIONSHIP 
ENDS IN DEATH AS THE OFFICERS ARRIVE TO 
QUELL ANOTHER OF THEIR "DOMESTIC FIGHTS" 

rp 0 THE EARLY-MORNING PASSERSBY AND THE KIDS 
on their way to the nearby schools, it all 
-L. must have looked like something one sees on 
the five o'clock news. There were the police, 
taking cover hehind squad cars with bullhorns 
and tear-gas, a firetruck and an ambulance. 

Somewhere off-scene was a police officer 
on the telephone, asking that school buses be 
rerouted to unload their young cargo elsewhere. 
The normal Home street traffic was rerouted. 

Inside one of the units in a small apart¬ 
ment complex was 27-year-old George Miller and 
his wife of only a few months, Becky. They had 
been fighting out another of a long series of 
battles that had been more the rule than the 
exception since they had been married. Many of 
their troubles arose out of what the police la¬ 
ter said were Miller's sex offense problems 
that had brought him into court. 

The small drama - that was to end in the 
deaths of George and B ocky - began early Thurs¬ 
day when a friend of hers called the gishop po¬ 
lice and said someone was "beating on the door" 
of her apartment. Four officers drove to the 
address expecting to find a routine domestic 
squabble. Approaching the doorway, one of the 
policemen said he heard "screaming and someone 
hitting on the wall. He kicked the door and it 
burst open, and as he did so four shots erupted 
from somewhere inside. He and the other police- 
. men ran to cover and they saw Miller standing 
briefly in the doorway of the apartment. He fir¬ 
ed another round, this one in the air. Patrol- 
• (See SHOOTINGS on Page 11) 


MARLON BRANDO AND THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT VAN 

It was 9 p.m. and the county’s mobile 
health unit van had broken down on a remote sec¬ 
tion of the Death Valley road. Mary Aseltine, an 
assistant to the county health doctor, stood on 
the road tgying to flag down help. It came soon; 
a car bearing two couples. On the way to Furn¬ 
ace Creek they talked with Maiy about the county 
health program, "He asked me my name," she said, 
and I asked him his." She already suspected. 

"Marlon." 

"Marlon Prando?" It was. The actor was on 
a tour of the valley with friends• 


lated the county's own "merit system" policies. 

Pound, who "gave notice" on a previous 
job, and who also turned down another chance for 
employment with the Forest Service to take the 
county position — all on the understanding he 
was to report to work at the courthouse on Ap¬ 
ril 25 - is now working as a service station 
attendant at Independence, "the only job I can 
get right now." 

Pound names in his suit the county admin¬ 
istrator, John K. Smith; Smith's assistant, Mike 
Hanford; the CETA co—ordinator; and the entire 
board of supervisors who in a meeting the week 
before made short work of Pound's attempt to ap¬ 
peal what Hanford had earlier referred to as a 
mere "lack of communication." Said the lawsuit: 

(See CIVIL RIGHTS, Page 2) 


-r*-NEWS BRIEFS 

ANOTHER PERSONNEL INCIDENT 

STILL MORE COUNTY HIRING-FIRING PROBLEMS; 
’TRACEY WINS AGAIN; INDIANS COOL ON COSO 
HOT SPRINGS; AND SIX WANT THE COUNCIL JOB 

» tr 

E ven as one county personnel incident grew 

into a major controversy (see above), the 
ongoing malaise centered around Inyo's 
hiring-firing policies erupted in other less 
dramatic ways. An attempt, Which later proved 
successful, to fire a county parks worker was 
at first opposed in the administrator's office 
and early last week appeared to be growing in¬ 
to another major issue. And officials of the 
County Employees Association wore taking a 
harder look at the county's merit system. 

Some employees' association members pri¬ 
vately expressed concern about the makeup of 
an appeals commission that elected to fire a 
Tecopa parks and recreation worker. The work¬ 
er, Billy Peak of Tecopa had been taken to task 
by Paries & Rec Director Jim Angelo who had 
run out of patience with what he called Peak's 
"insubordination and inability to get along 
with other employees." He fired Peak and stood 
ready to defend the action. For several days 
tensions arose out of the behind-the-scenes 
maneuverings in the department and in the coun¬ 
ty administrator's office. Although there was 
no confirmation it appeared that Administrator 
John K. Smith made a special trip to Tecopa to 
look into the parks department troubles there, 
perhaps to countermand Angelo's action. In any 
case. Peak appealed the firing and a committee 
v (See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 7) 
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CIVIL RIGHTS, Continued 

The plaintiff was forced to go to court because 
"•..administrative remedies have been exhaust¬ 
ed by the arbitrary and capricious actions of 
defendants." Explaining the charge. Pound and 
his attorney said there had been a "sincere ef¬ 
fort" on Pound's part to "co-operate with the 
county administrator and work out the problem," 
but that Smith and the board of supervisors had 
denied him the position for which he had quit 
his previous job, ■ > 

It was Pound's own supervisor, Johnny 
ohnson of Independence, who had made the mot¬ 
ion to deny an appeal made by Pound before the 
board. Pound said he feels there may be "more 
to the denial" than he charged in his suit, and 
that "personal prejudices" may have entered in¬ 
to the decision. 

The suit further claims that the adminis¬ 
trator and the board were in violation of the 
county's own merit system policies; that he 
was hired by CETA Co-ordinator Jennifer Duncan 
along lines of precedence already established, 
and that - in his case only - her appointment 
had been countermanded by the administrator who 
then took the issue into an executive (closed) 
session and recommended that his appeal to the 
board be denied. 

Pound claims that he ■was "punished" by 
the county officials on an interview board for 
writing a letter of appeal - for "exercising 
his right to freedom of belief and freedom of 
expression." The letter had been written after 
Hanford notified him that the job opening was 
being reconsidered, three days before he was 
to report for work. The controversial letter 
was generally conciliatory and offered to 
"co-operate" in working out the issue, a plea 
to which the officials turned a deaf ear. 

The suit also charges that Smith had said 
that Pound’s "handling" of the issue, or, in 
effect, his reaction to the turn-down, would 
determine whether he ever was named to county 
employment - "or forego his right to future 
employment with the County of Inyo." 

Included in the lawsuit was a request 
for a temporary restraining order to prevent 
the personnel office from naming anyone else 
to the job. The court, however, denied the or¬ 
der after Deputy District Attorney Greg James, 
representing Inyo County, told the judge that 
"the county hired someone else and they were 
set to go to work on Monday. If you issue a 
restraining order, there will be two people 
out of work." 

After the session in court, the attorn¬ 
eys (Leland &ray of Bishop for Pound, and 
James) had "a long talk," but the nature of 
the discussion was not revealed by either par¬ 
ty. Asked if he thinks the county may settle 
the case - which also asks for damages - out 
of court, Bray said "No comment." 

James, meanwhile, was asked if he thinks 
there may be serious problems in the county's 
hiring and firing policies - this in view of 
a number of complaints and controversies.-"I 
can t say, 11 he replied, "since we are present¬ 
ly involved in a case concerning the merit sys¬ 
tem." Although none before Pound have taken 
the issue to court, other persons have claimed 
that county officials have arbitrarily hired 
- or fired - for a number of reasons dealing 
with civil lights principles: sexism, racism, 
and even religious considerations. 


CLARIFYING THINGS 
OVER AT 'PERSONNEL' 


EDITORIAL CARTOON 


(A Reprint) 


YOU NEED GOOD PEOPLE, AND 
YOU'RE LETTING THEM GO, 
AND NOW YOU'VE GOT 
A 'HIRING- FREEZE' 

... JUST WHAT IS 
THE COUNTY'S 
PERSONNEL 
POLICY ? 


NO 

PROBLEM.' 






RELIGIOUS REOiVIREMENTS 






Wfc HAVE A 
'LOT OF 
i-EEWA' 




<7. WHATEVER WALKS IN THAT 
WON'T 00 MUCH BESIDES 
LOOK GOOD... SOMETIMES WE 
GET LUCKY... SEE ?. 
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BENETT KESSLER 


»» NOTES FROM B.K.«« 

' AND WHERE ARE THE ANTI-JARVIS 
forces getting the money for 
their campaign? Believe it or 
not, from big business, and a 
number of bankers - like A.W. 

Clausen, president of Bank of 
America. Assembly Speaker Leo 
McCarthy and Jerry Brovm put 
the campaign together in tvro 
quiet huddles -with labor and 
business leaders. The banks 
are concerned that if Jarvis 

passes, there goes the fat municipal bond mar¬ 
ket. Big business operators - like Carter Haw¬ 
ley Hale (39 Broadway stores) - are fearful that 
if government workers are in fact laid off, it 
may mean a loss of potential retail trade. Not 
only that but Brown and McCarthy threw some 
scares into the businessmen with the threat of 
maybe not passing an inventory tax relief bill 
if Jarvis passes, etc., etc. It all started two 
months ago, and the big business money started 
rolling in (Nearly $700,000 so far), when the 
top state officials called a big gang together 
at the Hyatt House in Burlingame and at Perin- 
o’s in Los Angeles. But even with the campaign 
rolling along McCarthy is sweating. H e came up 
looking bad on a recent TV debate, and he said 
not long ago: "I honestly don't know if we're 
going to win." Last week's media polls indic¬ 
ate Jarvis is still ahead, although it lost a • 
few points last weekj For Proposition 13, b0%} 
Against, 37$; Undecided, 20 %; Against both Jar¬ 
vis and the Behr Bill, 

*** 

THINK OF ALL THOSE POOR SWIMMING POOL OWNERS 
in Beverly Hills, Encino, West Hollywood* our 
hearts bleed for their suffering during the 
drought. Now we find out that their swimming 
pool maintenance problems increased because a 
lot of their water came from the Colorado Riv¬ 
er. Too much calcium carbonate in it, and so 
the chlorine isn't reacting properly, and it 
was causing plumbing problems. They were com¬ 
plaining about not getting enough of "good ol' 
Gwens Valley water,." If things had gotten much 
worse they'd hardly been able to pay the little 
fellow who stops in to keep the pool nice. 

AFTER ALL THE RAINS, AND THE EXPRESSED CONCERN 
about what to do with the excess run-off from 
the snowpack, you'd think the city might turn 
loose enough water for Independence's favorite 
Ole Swimmin' Hole, the old Manzanar reservoir. 
But no, the DWP hs^s no plans to let it refill. 

A disappointment tb a number of area youths who 
went to work on the reasonable assumption that 
the Manzanar "pool" would be filled as a matter 
of course: A week or so ago a lot of boys went 
out there and cleaned up the place, removing 
cans and bottles and glass off the bottom of 
the empty pool. DWP's Jim WLckser said there 
are no plans to refill it "unless someone wants 
to lease it." At how much cost? VELckser doesn't 
know. > 

INYO'S.VERY OWN LITTLE TRAVEL SERVICE at Bishcp 
is moving to new quarters. Owner Nancy Vannum 
of "High Sierra" '.says the firm will move into 
the new Town and Country center on June 1. Says 
Varnum: "Lots of parking and near the Postoff¬ 
ice." 
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THE INYO COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION leader¬ 
ship may fall into new hands. President John 
Snyder admits he has been looking around for 
another job - maybe with D17P as a hydrographer, 
or with a private engineering firm. Snyder is 
one of those, meanwhile, expressing some con¬ 
cern about what to do if the county starts lay¬ 
ing people off if Jarvis passes. 

THE COUNTY IS HOME TO A NUMBER OF GOOD ARTISTS. 
Too bad there is no organization here that 
can't bring a really good show to torn, maybe 
in co-operation with the L.A. County Museum, 
or some of the smaller galleries down south. 
This week, you can see Salvador Dali shows 
at galleries on Wilshire and on Beverly Drive, 
and there's an M.C. Escher showing at Laguna 
Beach. I'll beta real show with some name art¬ 
ists would draw a good crowd here in the sum¬ 
mer months• 

EVERY MONTH THAT GOES BY BRINGS AT LEAST ONE 
lung cancer victim in front of the X-rays at 
Southern Inyo Hospital. '• r he figure is higher 
at Bishop. People discover a tightening in the 
chest, the little cough starts, they decide 
to check it out. A growing concern here as the 
figures increase. Bveiy single one that turns 
up is, or has been, a heavy smoker. Fewer than 
five percent survive beyond five years; most 
go long before that. Face it friend, you'll 
probably have to quit. 

THE PEOPLE WO ARE SUFFERING NOT were not so 
fortunate as the younger generation. Back 
in 30 's and l;0's there were no campaigns, no 
'surgeon general's report," no warnings on ev¬ 
ery pack, and no peer group pressure to stop 
smoking. j.n fact, to smoke, to follow the ex¬ 
amples of "sophistication" as shown on the mov¬ 
ie screens, on radio, in the ads, etc., was the 
"in" thing. And in those days there was no 
protection — straight high—tar—high—nicotine 
Camels, Phillip Mortis, "Luckies," Old Gold, 
and Chesterfields. Too bad some of the present- 
day victims don't have some recourse through 
the courts; they were lied to, encouraged to 
puff away their lives. The fat tobacco lobby 
is still trying to convince everyone that it's 
still okay. 

■a#* 

THINGS.ARE DEFINITELY LOOKING UP at the old 
L one Pine Hotel. Apparently that recently-hir¬ 
ed CETA work supervisor has made the difference 
in the renovation program. But there may be 
cloudy days ahead: the CETA positions are tun¬ 
ning their time-limited course, and the South¬ 
ern Inyo Artisans Guild, sponsors of tho proj¬ 
ect, are again short on money. They're planning 
a new fund-raiser, a raffle. Anyone want to 
try for a side of beef? 

HIZZONER MAYOR BRADLEY paints a dark picture 
for L.A. if Jarvis passes. To hear him tell it 
the whole city is likely to close down. Best 
argument I've heard yet to support Prop. 13 , 

It occurs to me that if Jarvis passes — and 
that seems likely - things would not be so bad 
after all. Elected officials are not likely to 
cut all those services or fire all those peo¬ 
ple; they wouldn't stand a chance for re-elec¬ 
tion if they did - and that's what people want 

(See NOTES FROM B.K., Page U) 
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them to understand. Just cut the fat, the non¬ 
sense, the petty politics and the red-tape, 
please, and then the people won't be so inclin¬ 
ed to spring a "Jarvis" on the politicos. 

'* •*** I 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Katherine D a wson of 
Independence. O n e of the hard workers in the 
Senior Citizens lunch program. Conscientious, 
concerned about people. 

*** 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, 
every day... 


Sincerely, 



SUBSCRIBE NOW 

To make sure you receive the NEWS-LETTER 
regularly, fill out and mail the subscription 
blank below. NOW AT LOWER RATES. 

&EASE SEND 

INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 

EOT THE NUMBET OE \Vt£KS CHECKED BaOW. 

1 1 50 Weeks 1 I 25 Weeks I 1 3 Months 

L — 1 1 — 1 xalvs ^ 

SEND TO___ 

ADDRESS___:__ 


CITY. 


STATE, 


.ZIP. 





(Advertisement) 


"When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the 'political bonds which h&ve connected them with another, and to assume 

the Powers of the Earth..." - Declaration of Independence 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

This United States of America v/as founded upon one primary ethereal conception. 
This is the acknowledgement and conviction that all men are created equal and given 
certain "Rights" by the Almighty. However, all men have not or will be equally ap¬ 
portioned intellectual ability, innateness as financiers, or born with the judge¬ 
ment of Daniel. 

The People are traditionally the workers - middle America to the dregs of 
ghetto life; the moderately educated to the Appalachian heathen; the morally accent- 
able to the chaff of the skids. The People DO hold, in spite of these mediocrities, 
the greatest power and weapon that surpasses any revolutionary strateaic neutron ap¬ 
paratus - their potential and their fanaticism! These fanatical beliefs are in their 
common beliefs. 

The administrators of the People's welfare (sometimes referred to as the stuff- 
bellied practitioners of government) have refused to meet their obligations as r ep¬ 
resentatives of the People, the masses. This is pointed out’by the inability of~leg"- 
islature' to take responsibility for its own actions. They have submitted to the 
People highly complex and legalistic propositions on the upcoming June 6th election 
(a 34th year anniversary for those old enough to remember). 

Do these legislators believe, even for a moment, that the humble masses are so 
interested and preoccupied with the intricacies of state government that they will 
cast a vote with all the "intellect" gained by years of college education in law, 
economics and political science? Bah! These propositions represent a lack of faith in 
the stuffed-bellies. If there be faith in the leadership, the leaders shall be allow¬ 
ed to carry on the business of the People's survival, which is to say, the survival 
of the nation, without these untimely political ploys called "Propositions." To 
throw these burdensome propositions into the lap of the masses, who are much engross¬ 
ed in a struggle of survival every day, is an indication of the decadence in "mod¬ 
ern" legislative processes. 

The day is at hand when the legislative mechanic will function in his true 
forte' as a mechanical and technical worker of the People and the representative ad¬ 
ministrator of the People's welfare becomes a leader once again. 

★ ★ ★ ★ it 

Community Service Acknowledgement (CSA) Award to Martha Wilson, OB Nurse, 
Northern Inyo Hospital. January will mark thirty years of devoted service to her pat¬ 
ients. Thank you, Martha. 

★ ★ ic ★ * 

HELP WANTED: General Practitioners of Medicine in Inyo County. The patients 
are running out of patience waiting to become patients. 


★ ★ * ★ ★ 


- EAGLE 


To learn more about Eagle, its beliefs, aims and goals, address enquiries to 

EAGLE, P.O. Box 1776, Bishop, Calif., 93514 
(This space paid for by EAGLE, a non-profit organization) 1 
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1. EXECUTIVE HOME: Lone Fine two-story 
five-bedroom. 

2. OLANCHA ACREAGE: Highway frontage. 

3. 23 ACRES: One of a kind, 150 fruit 
trees. Ideal guest ranch or artist f s 
retreat. Call for more details. 

We’re Here For You. ™ 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

. | (~|[~|| 00R0IHY BONNEFIN/manastf 


IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
We I nsure Everything From.. 


/v»". 


m' 1 ”' 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


LONE PINE REALTY 
- res. (714) 876-4442 


/ “ —-- 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate 

^res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

lone pine, California 93545 
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...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES; PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 
KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 

R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 
PETE LARSON • Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phono 8 7.6-4 1 05 
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The ONLY Candidate 
who can devote his 
FULL TIME working 
for YOU ! 

"Yes. I can and will work full time as your 
Inyo County Supervisor. I have no banking or 
development companies, or other outside 
interests that might compromise the office." 

ELECT 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 

»»«\< 


— Jt!’ ^ 


Leadership - Proven Business Ability - 



















































k 


JNYQ CQUHIY NtWS-LETTER 


May is. I*™ 


PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS... . 


...for the 
last of the 


f 1 



...INYO...MONO 

...NYE AND ESMERALDA COUNTIES i 
OF CALIFORNIA 
AND NEVADA... 


Beet regards from "Fish," "Rabbit" 
and "Angelo" 





MILOVICH BROS., INC. 

SHELL OIL JOBBERS 
1290 NORTH MAIN STREET 


BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 

NYE-OfL, lnc.,TONOPAH 


Now that you're a 
Grandpa, give'em 
the CRANK 


What’s the best way to. get 
pictures of your new grand¬ 
child? Give his parents a 
CRANK, KODAK EK4 Instant 
Camera. A few twists turn out 
instant pictures that capture 
all the happy colors of your 
world. The print develops 
while you watch without 
peeling, litter, or timing. 


*WESEU.w 


Kodak 


CAMERAS FILM 


only $3495 


let us demonstrate the 
CRANK today* 
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See them now at 


PMOIOQRAPHIC 
StRVlCf l 
SUPPLY .. 
RENTALS ... 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT... 
REPAIRS... 
BLUEPRINTING.. 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING .. 


QannQuuaauuaoacr 


9 lea No. Main 8t. 

CAMERA HOUSE 

OODDDUDDQUQOD(lDQQQ 

PHONE (714) 872-BB77 L 
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Where there’s 

so much smoke., there must*be at 
Least a little fire, and "fire" may be the 

RIGHT WORD. THE COUNTY'S PERSONNEL POLICY, 
IT'S "HIRING" AND "FIRING" PROCEDURES, ARE 
A CONSTANT CONTROVERSY. LET'S CLEAR UP ALL 
THESE ONGOING ISSUES AND GET BACK TO SOUND 
AND RESPONSIBLE, "EQUAL" GOVERNMENT. 


H.B. “Lefty” IRWIN, 
Candidate for 
SUPERVISOR, 
District #1 


Vote June 6 for H.B. Irwin 
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NEWS BELEFS, Continued 

was named to hear Peak's appeal. Conspicuously 
absent from the committee roster was any rep¬ 
resentation of the county employees' associat¬ 
ion. The board of 'supervisors had approved the 
committee three weeks beforet N 0 rman Paulson, 
Inyo welfare director who was also named to the 
interview committee in the Jack Pound hiring 
incident; Margaret ■'•'erry, office manager of the 
public works department; and Sylvia Vanderwall 
of Lone Pine, who has served other county com¬ 
mittees in a citizen-at-large capacity. In the 
eyes of the employees' group it was a committ¬ 
ee considerably overbalanced with "management" 
representation, When the committee met to dec¬ 
ide Peak's county career fate, it did so with 
some expressed concern over the presence of a 
news service reporter. As Reporter Benett Kess¬ 
ler entered the supervisors' board room near 
the start of the meeting, Paulson interrupted 
the session to note the fact: "Mrs. (sic) Kess¬ 
ler is here. Either party can object to the 
press being here." There were no objections, 
but ^essler says she was prepared to stay in 
any case since she had already been advised 
from the administrator's office that the hear¬ 
ing was in fact an open session. 

As it turned out Peak's discharge was 
confirmed, the committee finding sufficient 
proof that Peak on several occasions had‘dem¬ 
onstrated an unwillingness to co-operate with • 
other departmental workers and had shown "in¬ 
subordination" to direct work orders. The com¬ 
mittee chose, howaver, to soften the blow and, 


with considerable justification, went on rec¬ 
ord as noting some of the underlying possible 
causes of Peak's troubles - among these, ill¬ 
ness in his family and other family problems. 

It is, noted the committee, "imperative to 
point out that ■Peak had been under personal 
strain and that before this his work record had 
been excellent." The committee also indicated 
in its conclusions that when Peak resolves his 
problems, he should not be excluded from other 
county positions. The fired worker had testif¬ 
ied that the hospitalization of a daughter had 
been the chief cause of his recent difficulty. 

Meanwhile, the county's appallingly in¬ 
adequate "merit system" has far too many "mays" 
in it for the likes of the employees associa¬ 
tion. ICEA President John Snyder said the em¬ 
ployees will "go through the system and take 
out some of those 'mays." ^e referred to the 
wording in the merit system definitions which 
clearly leave it open to whatever convenient 
interpretation that the personnel office (the 
county administrator) may find expedient. Also 
under scrutiny by the employees association 
officials: "lay-off procedures" drawn up in a 
"written form" for use when - and if - the 
county decides to lay off any county workers, 
and further defining "re—instatement procedures 
if they hire them back." A spocific of the 
plan: consideration of seniority in lay-offs. 

IN ITS "AGREEMENT" WITH STATE WATER AGENCIES 
and the DWP did the county representatives in 
fact sign away even their right to sue DWP in 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page II) 


VOTE 

JUNE6 


Like it or not, the people of California are likely to 
pass the Jarvis Initiative. All we hear is how the county 
will cut back services and personnel. I think we can save 
\ \ the difference just by increasing efficiency, and I also 
‘ think it's high time we did that anyway, Jarvis or not. 

THIS YEAR, 
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LET'S GET 
BACK TO 
' BASICS.. J 

_ELECT 

IlfflS 

FOR SUPERVISOR, 
_ DISTRICT 3 

EXPERIENCED, RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 



RESTORE COMMON SENSE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
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The “CA Issue. 


jj 


(Paid Political Advertisement) 


(Reproduced 
from the 
county code. 
This is No. 

2 in a 
series.) 


The role of the Board of Supervisors in "general law" counties such as Inyo has 
changed considerably from some 20^basic functions to resDonsibility for the performance 
of more than 900 inter-governmental functions. 

Problems posed by the increase in the numbers and comDlexity of county functions 
make policy determination the crucial activity of the Board of SuDervisors. Most count¬ 
ies in California, including Invo, found that creation of the administrative officer po¬ 
sition under the authority of Section 25208 of the California Government Code defined a 
person whose duties and responsibilities were to assist the board of supervisors in 
their fact-finding Drocesses. In the county code his duties are clearly defined, 

2.08.040 Budget—Procedure—Duties. I 

In order that the county administrator may perform his 
duties as set forth in Section 2.08.030, the board of supervisors 
directs: 

A. Each official, board, commission or person who is or which 
is the administrative head of each department, district, 
commission, institution or service of the county, for which 
or for whom the board of supervisors of the county is 
required by law to adopt an annual budget, shall prepare 
and file with the county auditor, in duplicate, the estimate 
in writing of the probable requirements of each in detail'for 
the next succeeding fiscal year, including a schedule of 
employment positions and compensation showing any 
increases or decreases requested over the preceding fiscal 
year, and the number of such positions and rates of 
compensation therefor, and showing the necessities of said 
department or officer to be provided for in the annual 
budget. 

B. Upon receipt of such written estimates, the county auditor 
shall file one copy thereof with the county administrator. 

The county administrator, upon receipt of such estimates, 
shall immediately proceed to examine the same and make 
such investigations and studies in regard thereto as he deems 
necessary, and to hold departmental hearings on the budget 
estimates and to examine such estimates, which hearings 
and examinations shall be concluded by the county 
administrator and his decision reached prior to the * 
commencement of departmental hearings by the board of 
supervisors, .and to submit to thd? board of supervisors his 
recommendations. 

C. The county administrator shall administer the budget and 
shall, within ten days after the receipt thereof, review all 
requests for appropriation transfers and none shall be , 
approved or disapproved by the board of supervisors until 
he makes a recommendation to the board. He shall supervise i 
expenditures of all offices, departments and institutions, 
elective and appointive. He shall review all proposed 
expenditures for capital outlay or replacement to determine 
their necessity, and shall recommend such revisions as may 
be deemed appropriate; however, the person requesting the 
expenditure may bring the matter before the board of 
supervisors for review. The county administrator may 
recommend to the board the establishment of a budgetary 
allotment system and such other expenditure controls that 
ho believes to be necessary or desirable. 

D. To coordinate the administration of all departments, 
services, institutions or districts under his supervision, and 
to accomplish said purpose the county administrator is 
given the power and authority, pursuant to orders of the 
board ol supervisors, to transfer equipment, machinery, 
turnishings or supplies from one department, service, 
institution or district to another; to make recommendations 
to the board of supervisors for the temporary transfer of 
each personnel as in his judgment is necessary from time to 
time to enable the respective departments, services, 
institutions or districts to perform their functions or 
accomplish their work with the greatest efficiency. 

E. To recommend to the board of supervisors the creation of 
abolition of positions in any of the departments, services, 
institutions or districts of the county. The board of 


Continued 
on Page 9 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR, Continued 

supervisors declares it to be I he policy of the board that no 
new positions be created or filled in any fiscal year after the 
adoption of the final budget, except such as may be made 
necessary by unforeseen or unanticipated emergencies; and 
further, that no new positions shall be created or filled in 
any of the departments, services, institutions or districts of 
the county, without the recommendation thereon of the 
county administrator. (Old. 57 §4, 1 *>57.) 

2.08.050 Official cooperation. 

The county administrator may call upon any department, 
board, commission, district or person under his supervision to 
perform any service with such officer or employee as is legally 
required of authorized to be performed, in carrying out any of 
the powers and duties vested in the county administrator by 
this chapter. (Ord. 57 § 5, 1957.) 

2.08.060 Decision appeal. 

Any official, board, commission or person who is or which 
is the administrative head of any department, who is dissatisfied 
with any decision of the county administrator that affects such 
office, department, board, commission, district or person, may 
appeal to the board of supervisors after submitting a written 
statement to the county administrator of his intention to do so 
and the general reasons therefor. The decision of the board shall 
be final. (Ord. 57 §6, 1957.) 


is really no issue at all. 

This factual presentation of the duties of the 
„ county administrator and the laws governing the county 

administrator brought to the people of Inyo County by 

WILMA MUTH 

Supervisor, District 3 

RE-ELECT WILMA MUTH 

..your full-time 

SUPERVISOR 

* does listen to 
her constituents 

* does work for 
the taxpayer 
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VOTE JUNE 6 - SUPERVISOR. DIST. 3 
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LETTERS AND COMMENT 
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to fee published are those of 200 words or less. Letters or statements should , ^ 
be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors renind their readers 
that publication of a letter does not in any wry imply that the editors agree with 


1978 


NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment Relevant to public 
issues. The eiitors will publish those considered time¬ 
ly and with viewpoints concisely stated. Most likely 



"YES" ON PROPOSITION 13; 

STARTING WITH THE COURTHOUSE 

To the Editor - 

We need to restore the limited government 
concept and the U.S. Constitution* Dissolve the 
many layers of government down to that which 
the people cannot do for themselves, only. 

Then abortion aid aU the other ills paid 
with our tax money will be dissolved. 

.1 am voting "Yes” on Proposition 13 and 
"no” on all others, in June. Common Cause peo¬ 
ple do not represent my beliefs of limited gov¬ 
ernment. It is not that they say, but what they 
do, that matters.^ 

To begin locally, examine the Inyo County 
budget closely, trim off the fat with Proposi¬ 
tion 13 as a beginning, then the other states 
will follow our lead and we can work toward 
more of the same with the federal bureaucracy. 

. — Pat McClendon 

PO Box 26 
Little Lake 

•SBBf’ 

THE REPORT ON DWP’S SWINGER; 

WINCHELL REINCARNATED? 

Inyo County News Letter - 

Re: News Briefs, "DWP As Swinger," May 8. 

• Your masthead says "A News Alternative" - 
but the alternative does not have to be the New 
York Mirror - or was it the Graphic? - of the 
Twenties - or was it the Thirties? 

At least you have restored ray faith in 
reincarnation - Walter Winch ell lives and rides 
again! 

- Leah Nichols 
Bishop 

(Editors' Note: No. This is merely the 
NEWS-LETTER .very much of the Seventies. As 
for the comparison with Winchell, thanks 
but no thanks ; he could be bought.) 

4HH<‘ 

"HAPHAZARD GOVERNMENT" AND THE 
"UNDERLYING DECISIVE ISSUES" OF JARVIS 

Dear Editors: 

I am not very much given to writing let¬ 
ters to the editors. However, two subjects cov¬ 
ered in your May 8th issue compel me to offer 
some comments. 

Firstly, you handled John K's and the 
Comity's hiring policies nicely indeed. That 
one subject clearly typifies the haphazard 
sort of county government we in Inyo are forc¬ 
ed to live under. It is always "politics as us¬ 
ual" and the public take the hindmost,* Nepot¬ 
ism, and both open and secreted pure personal 
interests havo for far too long characterized 
the kind of county government constantly fois¬ 
ted upon us; and I by no means confine the in¬ 
tentions of my remarks solely to the County 
Administrator's office, but include the super¬ 
visors and the Planning Department and the 
County Road Department as well. 


The second topic which you covered rel¬ 
ates to the Jarvis Amendment and the League of 
Women Voters* "Position Statement" and your 
comments relating to it. 

The "Position Statement" hardly roaches ^ I 
the point and the underlying decisive issues. 

Even from the League's side it could have 
been much better written. . I 

A reading of the "statement" did not ev¬ 
en come close to tempting me to change my fav¬ 
orable stand on the Jarvis Amendment, 

Alright, granted that it is not well 
written and will likely need (and get) some 
judicial amending and interpretation, it is 
high time that the people in Sacramento learn¬ 
ed the lesson that they are there to serve the 
people of the State and not' just play at the 
serious business of government. True, we have 
a simpleton as a governor, but that does not 
mean that we have to go on being governed from 
S a cramento by a horde of overlapping end un¬ 
necessary boards, commissions and agencies. 

It was never a more appropriate time to 
apply the old saw: "Turn the rascals out!" 

Yours for a return of government of, by 
and for the people. 

-IVLlliam S. Scully 
Attorney at Law 
i Bishop 

(Editors' note: Reader Scully articulates 
a view expressed by a number of people in 
regard to NEWS-LETTER 's May 8 issue, both 
in the "Jarvis" and the "county" issue, al¬ 
though few of these were willing to go on 
record in expressing their views as has Mr. 
Scully. An amazingly large number of people 
have been privately critical of procedures 
in the county government, and of certain 
supervisors that have permitted the ongoing 
problems that always arise out of arbitrary 
and centralized power. It may be noted that 
one resident has gone further than the writ¬ 
ing of letters and has taken the issue into 
federal court, as reported elsewhere in this 
issue of NEWS-LETTER. Now Inyo County must 
face the further cost of what appears to be 
a well-founded lawsuit, thanks mostly to the ,[ 
obstinate intransigency of an unresponsive ,* 

> and power-centered county administration. As 
for "Jarvis" in Inyo County, it would appear *, 
that the tax-paying electorate has so far re¬ 
mained unshaken by the dire threats of a gov¬ 
ernment that to now has shown a willingness 
to fire people and cut services, but has yet 
to offer creative alternatives - sueh as the 
simple one of working harder, (rutting red- 
tape, and trimming the fat*'and, we might 
add, by dealing and negotiating, thereby av- » 
oiding costly legal action.,'Mr. Scully clear- £ 
ly "thinks like a laijyer" - and also like a 
concerned citizen - and NEWS-LETTER extends 
its thanks to him for breaking his stated. 
reluatanee to write 'letters to the editor. ”) 

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO THF~NEWS-LETTER \ 
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SHOOTINGS, Continued 

man Earl McWilliam probably understated the 
situation -when he said the officers were hand¬ 
ling it "with caution." They wanted no shootout 
that could get someone killed. 

Someone went to a telephone and rang the 
filler number* No response. Then they got on 
the bull-horn to call Miller out. No response 
to that either. It was a tense wait as they es¬ 
timated the situation, then opted for using 
tear gas. The carmister was fired into the ap¬ 
artment and it -went off. Silence. 

Finally, there was nothing to do but to 
approach the entranceway again. Inside, they 
found George and ■ D ecky sprawled on a bathroom 
, floor, dead. They said she had been shot through 
the cheek and died instantly, and that Miller 
had turned the gun, a powerful .357 Magnum pis¬ 
tol on his own heart. Scattered nearby were an 
ammunition belt and several loose cartridges; 
it appeared like he had been ready to shoot it 
out. 

As the new week opened, the interested 
parties - officials, lawyers, family - were go¬ 
ing over the tragedy in an effort to make some 
sense out of it. It was clear that there had 
been a buildup of tension since Miller's arrest 
last fall on a rape charge. Officers hinted that 
there may have'been other offenses in the past, 
but they declined to elaborate. 

A sheriff's deputy who handled the rape 
case said that after %lier was charged, he ted 
"made up" with Becky Stevens and she agreed to 
marry him - "She stood by him through this case 
and some others, but she finally left him and 
moved to Bishop. She was afraid that his prob¬ 
lems mi$it cost her the custody of her kid." 

They had been living in Mojave - where 
some of his troubles started last fall - until 
she left him to move to Bishop. It was on a 
drive from Mojave to Bishop that Miller had 
picked up a young woman hitch-hiker and had al¬ 
legedly raped her north of little Bake. Charges 
against him were awaiting trial in Inyo County. 
Beyond that there are •widely-varying views as 
to the conditions that brought about the tragi.c 
finale to the Miller story. 

Answering the rape charges was Lone Pine 
Lawyer Peggy Nolard; "He was generous, congen¬ 
ial, overly optimistic and had a desire to help, 
and his biggest fault was that he was too gen¬ 
erous and attributed qualities to his fellow 
man that didn't exist. That's what happened when 
he picked up the girl. There was no rape. She 
asked him to give her ten dollars and when he 
» didn't give it to her, she reported him." 

‘ The officers tell a different story. A 

medical examination showed conclusively that 
the girl had been party to a sex act in the 
hours before the report. The officers found in 
Miller's car a machete "that he had threatened 
to use on her unless she submitted." The girl 
had been reluctant to report the rape "until a 
man in Big Bine finally convinced her that she 
should. There was nothing about any money, and 
Miller admitted a lot of things the girl told 
us. It had been a stormy relationship with his 
wife right from the start. Why? Nobody knows, 
unless it was that Becky was afraid she would 
lose her kid; There had been some other offens¬ 
es, too, you know...in Kern County or somewhere 
down there. We had a good case, and I guess he 
couldn't handle it Then they knocked onthedoarj' 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

future, or present, water controversies? After 
three weeks the import - or impact - of a doc¬ 
ument drawn up between the county and DYE? and 
other agencies remains largely undetermined, 
but an increasing number of questions have a- 
risen since an item appeared a week ago in the 
Los Angeles Times: "Although all parties have 
agreed the cooperative study will not be used 
in the courts, Inyo County has indicated a 
willingness to drop its lawsuit if the city 
will agree to give the state a hand in determ¬ 
ining how the basin will be managed." 

Some water issue observers feel that if 
the news account is accurate - and some local 
officials say that it is - then Inyo may be 
left in a weak position if its water future is 
left in Sacramento's hands - where, clearly, 

Los Angeles packs more state political clout 
than Inyo's minuscule delegation. 

But Tnyo's district attorney, L.H. "Buck" 
Gibbons insists that neither he nor other Inyo 
officials have surrendered any clips in the 
DWP negotiations. u e expresses the view that in 
fact the county has gained a stronger position 
since through the agreement Inyo has new involv¬ 
ed the Department of Water Resources and the 
attorney general's office. 

But whether any present or future attorn¬ 
ey general is likely to go up against the L.A. 
voting power in defense of Inyo County (Popula¬ 
tion 17,000-plus) has yet to be seen. A number 
of Los Angeles political observers think the 
county was "outfoxed and out-negotiated." 

m M M f V 

SO FAB, NO FEWER THAN HALF A DOZEN POLITICAL 
hopefuls have leaped at the opportunity to be¬ 
come a Bishop City Council member - the easy 
.way, by appointment. They hope to fill the vac¬ 
ancy left by the sudden resignation two weeks 
ago "of Councilman Jim Ellis. As the deadline 
for filing applications ran out this week, on 
the 17th, the list of applicants included the 
names of Mike Ingall, Dean Stout, Dorothy Mor¬ 
gan, Jerry KanieskL, John Green and Randy Dav¬ 
is. Still more were expected early in the week, 
and the council expected to make its decision 
on May 22. 

AT FIRST THEY THOUGHT THEY'D GO TO THE SCENE 
of the issue, the recreation hall of Knight's 
Manor, to hold a hearing on a liquor license 
controversy. But the supervisors instead fig¬ 
ured as how that might involve political im¬ 
plications they preferred to bypass, and they 
opted to meet at the Big Pine American Legion 
Kail. To be decided is whether or not Dean 
*night vail be granted a planning commission 
okay for a general on-sale liquor license. A 
number of Big r ine citizens, said to have been 
given encouragement by no less than the plan¬ 
ning director himself, have filed an appeal 
•with the board of supervisors to deny knight 
the license. After the supervisors nixed the 
idea of meeting in the Knight Maaor hall it¬ 
self, they set a date for the public hearing; 
Monday evening, May 22. As for whether the 
planning director, Doug Sherburne, had been in¬ 
volved in the citizen-protest, Knight said he 
was "not too excited about, it" one way or the 
other and planned to "just ride this one out." 
His problems with county red-tape and the plan- 
(NEViS BRIEFS continued, Page 12) 
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ning department have created delays in the pro¬ 
ject almost since its inception* 

'-WETHER IT'S HER KNOWLEDGE OF HORSES AND HER 
selection of them, or whether she’s just plain 
talented, is still the subject of considerable 
amazed wonderment among many of California's 
horse fanciers; but in any case Olancha’s Tra¬ 
cey Thornburgh Slater, riding ahead of a field 
of 86 this year, galloped dustily in for her 
third first-place win in the Mt* "Whitney 50 on 
Saturday. And again she went home with a trad¬ 
itional first-place prize, a fancy saddle to 
add to her already-considerable collection of 
western leather. Her favorite endurance racing 
mount, "Red", was her choice again this year. 
Another entry upholding the Thornburgh reputa¬ 
tion was Tracey's sister, Calli^who managed 
to show in the Saturday race. Again, the popu¬ 
lar race had drawn entries from all over the 
state; it is sponsored by the Arabian Horse 
Club. An official 1 of the Arabian club was also 
somewhere back in the field. He is County Sup¬ 
ervisor Richard B. J1 ^cDonald who got bumped from 
the race after traversing 25 of the rugged 50 
miles in the Alabama Hills course. "Mac" was 
called out after his horse bruised a leg. 

THE MASS PURCHASE MY NOT AMOUNT TO WHAT THE 
Book-of-The—Month Club might have paid for a 
selection, but in any case Jenny Smith's book, 
is suddenly selling like public relations bro¬ 
chures if not exactly hot calces. At the sug¬ 
gestion of the district attorney, the county 
supervisors will buy 500 copies of Deepest Val¬ 
ley which the county officials may distribute 
- again, at the suggestion of the DA - to med¬ 
ia representatives in the state. The county 
will get reprints of the book at a bargain fig¬ 
ure, 52 cents. Another large purchaser of the 
book; D1VP which is buying 3000 copies. "They 
have^a chapter in it, too," says DA Gibbons. 

The $260 county cost will be budgeted under 
"miscellaneous advertising.” 


eastern sierra 
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A HOT-AS-CTEAM RESERVOIR DEEP BENEATH THE 
earth's surface in the Coso Hot Springs area 
will be the subject of what the Bureau of Land 
Management calls an HS, or Environmental Im¬ 
pact Statement. BLM plans to proceed toward 
development of the 80 -thousand-acre area, much 
of which is beneath lands owned by the China 
Lake Naval complex. Very much in the picture 
are representatives of Inyo and Kern Indian 
tribes who, like their forebears, saw in Coso 
Springs qualities other than a source of ener¬ 
gy. To many it is virtually a holy ground and 
a place of healing, and the Indians object to 
too much interference in the area. 

A TELEPHONE CALL FROM INYo“s”ca(JNTY CLERK, Ri¬ 
ta Bromley, verified a rumored report from 
last week: Bromley is a victim of cancer and 
is now receiving treatment at the "Washoe Med¬ 
ical Center at Reno. Since her operation, she 
has undergone "routine" radiological treatment 
for five days each week. Between treatments 
Bromley serves the hospital as a volunteer wor¬ 
ker. Bromley, who will continue her unopposed 
re-election campaign, said she is feeling "ve¬ 
ry well." 

THE PARENTS OF A 25-YEAR-OLD SUICIDE VICTIM 
told Inyo officials that their son, William 
■^ee Tervooren, may have taken his life as a re¬ 
sult of continuing despondency "over a girl in 
Sacramento." Young Tervooren left no suicide 
note explaining his death, but apparently had 
gone about it with a matter-of-fact delibera¬ 
tion. Tracing his last movements, officers 
found these facts; He rented a our at Los Ang¬ 
eles airport and drove it to a ranote area off 
the Trona-Y.ilrose Road. From a dry lakebed he 
walked over several desert ridges, sat down on 
a rock and shot himself in the head. The trag¬ 
edy's bleak scene was first observed from a 
sheriff's patrol plane which went aloft after 
a report that the car had been missing. 
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